
Gender Equality and  
Societal Attitudes Survey

Equally Safe is Scotland’s strategy to prevent and eradicate violence towards  
women and girls. To ensure children and young people’s participation in the  
development of this strategy, a Participation Partnership group was established 
which includes The University of Edinburgh, Barnardo’s Scotland, Scottish  
Women’s Aid, Rape Crisis Scotland, Scottish Government, and the Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP). 
 
As a partner in this team, SYP developed a Scotland-wide survey exploring young people’s  
understanding and opinions of gender equality and societal attitudes. The survey was developed for 
young people aged 12-26 years old, and a total of 439 responses were received from young people 
across Scotland’s 32 local authorities.These are the top five priorities for action.

Gender Equality & Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
 education embedded in PSE

68% of young people 
said that receiving  
education on gender  
equality is ‘very 
important’

“Whenever people  

hear the phrase  

‘gender equality’  

they think it’s about 

 women’s issues”

“Teaching about  
gender equality,  

consent, respect for 
others, etc., from  

primary school, end 
gender-based  

violence, 
physical/verbal”

Gender Equality Training for all teachers

68%

68% said it was ‘very important’ that teachers  
receive gender equality training.

“Make sure teachers 
don’t use stereotypes 

towards any genders, like 
picking girls for a hair-

dressing course of talking 
about male and female jobs”

“As a student teacher, 
it is so important to 

have sufficient  
training to deal with 
questions on gender 
equality in school”

Early education was also a common theme across all priorities  



Tackling Gender Inequality through an 
online platform and social  

media campaign
61% said their  
understanding of  
gender equality comes 
from social media

82% of young people 
agreed there was ‘definitely’ 
a lot of media coverage of 
women when it comes to 

appearance, and only 13% said there was  media coverage on  women’s achievements.

“Have the media stop 

sexualising everything”

“Sexist stereotypes of women 

and impossible expectations 

for young girls to meet”

Address the Gender Pay Gap and Workplace Discrimination

“Equal caring responsibility 

is very important”“Equal rights, roles,  

and pay for all  

genders”

“No more  
gender pay 

gap”

91% said that 
equal pay for all 

genders was  
‘extremely  
important’

84% said it was extremely  
important to make sure  

attitudes towards all genders in 
the workplace are the same
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Priorities

74% said it is  
‘extremely important’ 
that young people are 
involved in tackling 
gender inequality

Young people said it 
was important to involve 

all genders in tackling 
gender inequality

“Set up groups to tackle  

gender-based violence in 

schools and in universities with 

a youth-led approach”


